
Seventh Sunday After Pentecost

JULY 16, 2023 9:30 A.M.

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY



PEACE BE WITH YOU TODAY’S PREACHER

Kenneth E. Kovacs, Pastor 
 kkovacs@catonsvillepres.org

Dorothy L. Boulton, Associate Pastor 
dboulton@catonsvillepres.org

As pastors of Catonsville Presbyterian 
Church, we know that this is a 
community of love, care, and true 
welcome. We pray that you will 
experience our hospitality and our 
delight in your presence.
Not only do we welcome you and your 
family, but we seek to welcome the full 
range of experiences, identities, and 
feelings that you carry. 
If you are interested in learning more 
about our ministry at Catonsville 
Presbyterian Church, consider opening 
your phone’s camera and following 
the QR code on this page. We’ll send 
a short email with some ways to get 
connected this week and in the weeks 
to come.
Once again, welcome. You are a 
beloved child of God.

Get connected this 
week: Scan the QR 
code with your 
phone’s camera.

Roy W. Howard has served 32 years as 
a congregational pastor, most recently 
at Saint Mark Presbyterian Church in 
North Bethesda, Maryland from 2001-
2019. Prior to Saint Mark, he served 
congregations in Georgia, Kentucky and 
Virginia.
After retirement from the pastorate, 
Roy became an Associate Certified 
Coach (ACC) with the International 
Coaching Federation and currently 
serves as the Dean of the Academy of 
Artful Leadership. A certified facilitator 
for Healthy Congregations, Roy is 
trained in Family Systems theory and 
has led several pastor groups in this 
method. Over the years Roy has applied 
these skills in a variety of settings 
with individuals as well as facilitating 
leadership retreats for pastor groups 
and congregations. His deep call is to 
be a generative person, facilitating the 
growth of leadership skills and spiritual 
depth in those who work with him. 
Roy is a graduate of Florida State 
University (MSW), Emory University 
Candler School of Theology (MDiv) and 
Wesley Theological Seminary (DMin). 
He enjoys birding, hiking and long 
distance pilgrimage walking, having 
completed the Camino de Santiago and 
the Camino Primitivo. Roy is married 
to Claudia. They have two married 
daughters, Rachel and Rebecca. 
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PRAYER OF ADORATION

CALL TO CONFESSION

ORDER OF WORSHIP
Service for the Lord’s Day

CALL TO WORSHIP†
(The congregation responds aloud with the bold text)

God’s creation delights and astonishes.
Let the people pause and wonder!

God, the Creator, has made it all.
Let all creation shout for joy and sing.

Come, let us worship God! 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Faithful One, your Word falls on hardened ground when our anxiety and 
attachment to wealth crowd out your place in our lives. Forgive our frail and 
human ways and cultivate in us a spirit of trust and faithfulness, for you are 
our hope for deliverance.
Silent prayer of confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Siblings in Christ, hear the good news!
When our sin and regrets of the past overwhelm us, God forgives.
Be at peace, for God restores and strengthens you and waters your soul in its 
parched and hardened places.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

PRELUDE “Be Thou My Vision,” arr. Joel Raney

“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”HYMN #611†
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Order of Worship
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LIFE IN COMMUNITY
Come in your faith, and in your doubt! If you are joining us for the 
first time, we invite you to share your information by scanning the 
QR code. We would love to connect.
Upcoming events and recent announcements are available in the 
back of the bulletin and on our website at catonsvillepres.org.

“Glory To God, Whose  
Goodness Shines on Me”

RESPONSE OF PRAISE: HYMN #582†

PASSING OF THE PEACE†

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

God, your word goes out and does not return empty but prospers that for 
which it was sent. By your Spirit, open our minds to your word this day, that 
we might walk according to your ways; for the sake of Jesus, in whose name 
we pray. Amen.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Psalm 65SCRIPTURE READING

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-26SCRIPTURE READING

“Light Dawns On a Weary World”HYMN #79†

Happy are those who come into God’s courts, for you shall be satisfied with the 
goodness of God and rejoice in the holiness of God’s temple.

Thanks be to God!
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RESPONDING TO THE WORD

“A Wild and Reckless Sharing”
Rev. Roy Howard

SERMON

CALL TO OFFERING

OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS
We give out of abundance, whatever that may be. If you would like 
to contribute financially to Catonsville Presbyterian Church, scan the 
QR code or use the offering plates in the rear of the Fellowship Hall.

OFFERTORY “I Want Jesus,” arr. Mary McDonald

DOXOLOGY #607 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”†

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Christ, all people here below;  
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  
Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION†

You call us to sow your word in all times and places, even when the ground 
is hard and shallow. For faith is a gift that comes from you, and fruitful 
discipleship is the work of your Spirit in us. May the gifts we offer this day 
spread the good news of life abundant in Christ. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.
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“Just a Closer Walk With Thee”HYMN #835†

BENEDICTION†

POSTLUDE “Where He Leads Me,” arr. Cindy Biery

Kimberly Bracken Long, ed., Feasting 
on the Word: Liturgies for Year A, Vol. 2 
(Louisville: Westminster John Knox 
Press, 2014).
Glory to God: The Presbyterian Hymnal 
(Louisville: Westminster John Knox 
Press, 2013).

Permission to podcast/stream the 
music in this service obtained from 
One License with license #A-734388; 
CCLI Copyright License B 20481088 + 
Streaming License B 481071
Cover image: Vincent Van Gogh (1853-
1890), Sower at Sunset (1888)

SOURCES

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS
Dorothy Boulton, 
Associate Pastor
Keith and Kathy Glennan, 
Ruling Elders, video 
production

Wendy Johnston, 
Organist and Assistant 
Director of Music
Bill Henderson,  
Ruling Elder, liturgist

Vickie Lord,  
Social media support
Dottie Marshall, 
Sanctuary set up

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Pastor’s Schedule
Ken Kovacs will be out of office through Friday, July 28 to take some vacation time.
Christmas in July
Make Christmas in July a reality with Friday food collections! Catonsville 
Emergency Assistance (CEA) is in need of nonperishable food items, and you’re 
invited to lend a hand. Bring a few items and place them in the bin near the tower 
entrance or drop them off at our next Friday food collection on July 28.
CWS Mission Project
The Mission Committee is deeply grateful for the generosity of our congregation, 
especially those who contributed last Sunday. We will continue to fundraise 
for women’s hygiene kits through July 30. Our contributions will directly fund 
essential feminine hygiene products to women and teens who are in such dire 
circumstances as disasters, poverty, displacement through Church World Service 
(CWS).
Every $15 donation will fund a hygiene kit that CWS will assemble and distribute. 
Stop by the table in the France Room after worship and consider contributing. You 
can use the offertory QR code and selecting “CWS Hygiene Kits.”
Charlestown Treasure Sale
The Charlestown community is hosting a treasure sale later this month to support 
their benevolent care fund. The sale will be open to the public on Friday, July 
28 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. and Saturday, July 29 from 9 a.m. and noon. Mark your 
calendar to find some bargains and support this vital community fund. Find more 
info at cccicharlestown.org or contact Howie Nixon (hlnixon2@gmail.com).



EVENTS THIS WEEK

Mon. Contemplative Prayer Zoom, 7 p.m. Brenda Logue 
naylogue@aol.com

Tues. Needlework group Zoom, 10:30 a.m. Cindy Gunderson 
cinron.md@gmail.com

 Passages Circle 7:00 p.m. Laurie White 
thewhites@brickhouse112.com

Wed. Wednesday Night Circle 7:00 p.m. Laurie White 
thewhites@brickhouse112.com

Event ContactLocation/timeDate

Catonsville Presbyterian Church
An Earth Care Congregation of the Presbyterian  
Church (U.S.A.)

1400 Frederick Rd., Catonsville MD 21218
catonsvillepres.org  •  (410) 747-6180

@CatonsvillePres on Facebook, Instagram and YouTube

Please note that today’s service is streamed. There is a camera in the rear of the Fellowship Hall and 
microphones may occasionally pick up ambient audio.

GIVING UPDATE
Actual income  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 450,613
Actual expense . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ - 446,666
Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 3,947
Per capita . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1,660

We publish these numbers every week 
out of our gratitude for your financial 
giving. Thank you for your generosity 
towards our ministry and life together!



 



 



 



 


