
CATONSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Order of Worship 

Christmas Eve – Nativity of the Lord 

December 24, 2020 
 
Prelude 

 “Away in A Manger” Handchime Choir 

 Carol-Prelude on Greensleeves 

 Searle Wright (1918-2004) 

 

Call to Worship 

The grace of God has appeared,  

bringing salvation to all. 

 Glory to God in the highest! 

 

For a child has been born for us,  

a Son has been given to us. 

 Glory to God in the highest! 

 

To us is born in the city of David a Savior,  

the Messiah, the Lord. 

 Glory to God in the highest! 

 

In him was life and his life is the light of all people. 

Christ’s light still shines in the darkest places  

and darkness shall never overcome it.  

 

Lighting of the Christ Candle  

 

Opening Prayer 

Holy One, as you came at night when all was still,  

 so enter our lives this night. 

Illumine our paths with the light of Christ’s presence,  

that we may clearly see  

the way, the truth, and the life of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

who lives and reigns with you  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God,  

now and forever. Amen. 

 

Hymn 133 – See page 7.  “O Come, All Ye Faithful” ADESTE FIDELES 
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Welcome  

Welcome to worship on this Christmas Eve  

as we celebrate and give thanks for God’s indescribable gift –  

the sending of the Christ, the birth of Jesus, Lord and Savior.  

Prince of Peace. 

This is a different kind of Christmas for us this year, bittersweet –  

there are occasions for joy and so much for which to be grateful  

even at the same time there’s so much suffering and sadness tonight,  

so many families missing loved ones.  

In these challenging times may we find comfort 

and assurance this night in God’s presence,  

the good news of God’s love born in us and among us,  

the light of Christ that shines all the brighter in dark times. 

 

I would like to thank our choir members who have pre-recorded the music for tonight . 

 

On behalf of the Session, Deacons, Trustees,  

and staff of this congregation we wish you and yours a blessed,  

safe, and merry Christmas. 

 

Christmas Joy Offering 

This evening’s offering will be given to the  

Christmas Joy Offering of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 

The offering aids the denomination’s racial ethnic schools 

 and the Board of Pensions,  

which assists retired ministers and mission workers in need.  

 

In recognition of our commitment to God  

and our gratitude for all God has given to us,  

we present our gifts, our offerings, and our tithes. 

Because God so loved the world, God sent the Son into the world. 

In response to this good news of great joy,  

 we offer songs of praise, our offerings, these gifts, our lives. 

Prayer of Dedication 

O God, we offer our gifts to you to further the promise  

 of hope, peace, love, and justice in our community and in our world.  

Empower us, O God, to follow these gifts into the world around us  

so that they, and we, become bearers of your peace,  

love and justice on the earth. Amen. 

   

Music: “See, Amid the Winter’s Snow” Arranged by Dan Forrest 
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Prayer for Illumination  

We would make room for you this night of all nights, dear Lord:  

room in our minds and hearts;  

room also in our lives, whether together or apart. 

Let your word be born in us anew, so that,  

 by the power of the Holy Spirit, your splendor shines in us and through us.   

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

Scripture: Isaiah 9:2b-7 

 

Hymn 113 – See pages 8 & 9. “Angels We Have Heard On High” GLORIA 

 Chancel Choir 

Meditation and Scripture: Luke 2:1-18 

 

Hymn 134 – See page 10. “Joy to the World” ANTIOCH 

   

Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer 

Glory to you, O God, for good news of great joy that you give to all people. 

Thank you for Jesus Christ, Immanuel, who lived among us and now reigns on high. 

Thank you for his light that continues to shine in the places of darkness and shadow. 

With the angels, we sing praise to you, celebrating your glory in all the earth,  

 in the Son given to us, and in your promised salvation. 

Although we are scattered and apart on this Christmas Eve,  

 your Holy Spirit, O God, gathers us together to be your church in the world.   

So hear your church, Holy One, as we pray for your church in every place,  

that we may make known to others what has been told to us about Jesus,  

the child born in Bethlehem. O Christ, our light, hear our prayer. 

We pray for the church… 

With Mary, help us to treasure  

and ponder the gift that has been given to us,  

a gift of good dnews and great joy for all. 

O Christ, our light, hear our payer. 

We pray for the world… 

With the prophets, help us to proclaim the promise of your people  

 for all nations and your justice for all people. 

O Christ, our light, hear our prayer. 

We pray for this community… 

With the shepherds, help us to keep watch over those entrusted  

 to our care and all who need protection this night.  

For healthcare providers and hospital workers caring for the sick and dying.  
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For those lonely and alone this night whether in a hospital room or at home,  

 in a prison cell, or in a shelter.  

O Christ, our light, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for loved ones… 

With angels, help us to offer signs of hope,  

comfort, and joy for all who live in fear, for all who are sad,  

for all those missing loved ones on this holy night. 

O Christ, our light, hear our prayer. 

Lord Jesus Christ, hope of the world,  

help us to bear witness to your light that shines  

all the brighter when the world is dark.  

Shine in our hearts and families and communities this night.  

 

And hear us in the prayer our savior taught us, saying,  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   

Thy kingdom come thy will be done.  

On earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Effluence of the Light  

 John 1:1-5, 14 and 16 

 

Hymn 122 – See page 11.  “Silent Night”  STILLE NACHT 

  

Blessing & Charge     

On this holy night 

May you be filled with the light of God, 

Filled with God’s life, God’s joy, God’s hope. 

Do not be afraid— 

This light, indestructible, shines in the darkness. 

May the love of God enfold us,  

the joy of Christ encompass us,  

and the Holy Spirit empower us  

and abide with us this night and forever. 

Amen.  

 

Postlude: Noël: À minuit fut fait un réveil Jean-François Dandrieu (c. 1682-1739) 

  “At midnight the world awoke.” 
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~  ~  ~  ~ 
 

Participants 

• Dorothy Boulton, associate pastor 

• Kathy and Keith Glennan, video production 

• Susan Hutton, sanctuary set-up coordinator 

• Jason Kissel, interim organist 

• Greg Knauf, director of music 

• Kenneth E. Kovacs, pastor 

• Susan Krehbiel, vocalist 

• Vickie Lord, teleprompter 
 

Image 

• From the Missal of Eberhard von Greiffenklau, Utrecht, 1446. Walters Art Gallery, Baltimore, 
MD. 

 

Sources 

• Glory to God: The Presbyterian Hymnal (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2013). 

• Book of Common Worship (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2018). 

• "Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with 

license #A-734388; CCLI Copyright License B 20481088 4/30/2021 + Streaming License B 

20481071 4/30/2021” 
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December 24, 2020 

Christmas Eve – Nativity of the Lord 

Gifts of Remembrance 

Given to the Glory of God 

 

POINSETTIAS 

IN MEMORY OF GIVEN BY 

• Jack and Nancy Burger Your Loving Children and Grandchildren 
 

• Judi and Ted Heun Their Family, 
  the Heuns and the Pates 
 
• Jean and Harry Deppert Their Family, 

• Vera and Joel Hutton the Huttons and the Longs 
 

 
• E. Theodore (Ted) Johnson, Jr. Glenda Kilgore Johnson 
• Mr. and Mrs. E. Theodore Johnson, Sr. 
• Mr. and Mrs. C. Randall Kilgore, Sr.  
 

• Grace Morrow Kovacs Kenneth Kovacs 
• Ann Kay Schmidl 
• John and Patsy Jean Dunham 
 

• Louise and Everett Mullen The Oaks Family 
• Grace and Irl Oaks  
• Beloved Siblings 
 
Our Parents Jim and Tina Pritchard 
• Ernest and Daphne Pritchard 
• Erling and Betty Hedin 
 

 

 

 

 

 



7 

 



8 

 



9 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10 

 
 



11 

 



12 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catonsville Presbyterian Church 
1400 Frederick Road • Catonsville, MD 21228-5017 

Church Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

Church  410-747-6180     www.catonsvillepres.org 

Child Care Center  410-747-4581     www.cpcfccc.org 

kkovacs@catonsvillepres.org      dboulton@catonsvillepres.org 

office@catonsvillepres.org 

mailto:kkovacs@catonsvillepres.org
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