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"Celebrating Twenty Years! "
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ear Friends,
I look back upon these twenty years of ministry with you and give thanks for God’s grace
and for the grace and acceptance of this congregation, which I have felt and known. I am
grateful for our work together, for the growth, the challenges, the opportunities, the laugh-
ter, the fun. I am deeply appreciative of the many cards, letters, and moving sentiments shared with
me over the past couple of weeks, and especially on October 27. The tributes during worship, at
the party, and the wonderful luncheon that followed at Matthew’s 1600, were all truly memorable.
Thanks to the Personnel Committee and Session for the beautiful engraved whisky decanter and
glasses bearing the CPC dove logo. And many thanks to the team of individuals who put so much
thought and love into the planning of the celebration. Despite the torrential rain in the morning (it
was a dreich day, as the Scots would say), the sun came out as we were heading to Matthew’s. And,
now, as they say on the Camino: Ultreia! Forward. Onward. We lean into God's future.
— Ken Kovacs

"One of my favorite quotes is from Irenaeus (d. c. 202) who said, “For the glory of God is the living
human being, and the life of a human being is the vision of God.” The most rewarding part of ministry
is helping people come alive, engaging heart and mind and soul in the holy work of transformation. The
Christian life bears witness to the transforming power of Christ to redeem and make us whole—and 1
get to be a co-participant with God’s people in this amazing work.” — Ken Kovacs
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Growing in Grace
Adult Education Opportunities

NOVEMBER 3
Led by Ken Kovacs

Dreaming in Daniel

The Thursday Morning Bible Study is working
through the book of Daniel this season. It's a
fascinating text with six stories and four dreams-
visions. This Sunday we’ll highlight a dream by
Nebuchadnezzer, place its significance within the
theological framework of Daniel, and then
approach the dream from a Jungian
psychological perspective.

NOVEMBER 10
Led by Ken Kovacs

Those Mysterious Mystics: Continued

In September, we offered an introduction to
Christian mysticism that was very popular. This
Sunday we’ll continue our exploration of the
Christian mystical tradition (Catholic, Orthodox,
and Protestant). We'll focus on the insights of
Meister Eckhart (1260-1320), Teresa of Avila (1515
—1582), Thomas Merton (1915-1968), Howard
Thurman (1899-1981), and more contemporary
Christian mystics. We'll provide resources and
suggest ways to help you nourish life in the Spirit.

NOVEMBER 17
Trigger: The Ripple Effect of Gun Violence

Join us on Sunday mornings at 9 a.m. in the library. Childcare is provided.

Join us for a viewing of the award-winning docu-
mentary produced by the Presbyterian Church
(USA). Trigger frames gun violence as a “disaster’
and “public health” issue. It examines how one
shooting impacts individuals, families and com-
munities and gives voice to the questions and
insights that arise. In the documentary, all those
scarred by gun violence arrived at the question,
“Why did this happen to us?” After looking at
these in depth experiences of gun violence, Trig-
ger turns its attention to the bigger question,
“What can we do to prevent gun violence?”

7

NOVEMBER 24

Poetry as Prayer

In the words of moderately successful poet Ellen
McGrath Smith, “Poetry is marginal, thankless,
untethered from fame and fortune; it's also gut
level, urgent, private yet yearning for connection.
In all these ways, it's like prayer for me. I'm a not-
quite-lapsed Catholic with Zen leanings, but I'll
always pray—and I'll always write poems. Writ-
ing hasn’t brought me the Poetry Jackpot I once
pursued, but it draws on the same inner wiring
that flickers when I pray.” In this session, mod-
erately successful poet Ann Quinn will lead us
learning how we can enrich our prayer lives both
by using the poems of others in prayerful contem-
plation, and also by writing our own prayerful
poetry. No prior poetry experience required!

Looking ahead to December

December 1 Advent Begins

Everyone is invited to join the BIG Advent Feast.
Gather in fellowship hall from 5:30 to 7 p.m.
Dinner and salad provided, please bring a dessert.

December 8
Doug Heist will present an organ recital featuring

music for the Advent and Christmas season at 4 p.m.

December 14
Christmas Caroling

December 15
Christmas Carol Service
Cookie Walk

Blue Christmas Service

December 24 Christmas Eve
Afternoon and evening services at 4 and 8 p.m.
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Concerts at 3pm
Sunday, November 24

With great passion and unwavering commit-
ment, Elysian Camerata forges ahead well into
their second decade of exceptional chamber
music making. Their concerts offer an element
of unpredictability as they regroup into various
ensembles, all the while remaining diligent in 2
conveying the composers’ original intent but still
infusing their own personal understanding and

inspiration into the music.

Don't Forget to Fall Back

It's that time of year again, time to Fall Back. With Daylight Saving Time ending on Sunday,
November 3, at 2 a.m., we wanted to remind you to set your clocks back one hour the night before.

Bystander Intervention Training Class

Sunday, November 3
By Jeff Bolognese

On Sunday, November 3, community partners will offer a free Bystander Intervention Training at
Catonsville Presbyterian Church. This comprehensive training, facilitated by trainers from the Mont-
gomery County Civil Rights Coalition, provides a grounding in the principles of nonviolence and
de-escalation, followed by interactive scenarios to practice new skills. Participants will learn how to
manage group dynamics that can arise from bias-motivated harassment. They will also learn how to
confidently and compassionately facilitate bystander skills. The training provides an orientation to
the history and philosophy of nonviolence and bystander intervention and teaches intervention skills
through mock scenarios worked out in small groups. By the end of this training participants will un-
derstand the background and principles of de-escalation, they will have actively improved interven-
tion skills, and will have greater courage to step into a variety of difficult situations as a bystander.

In a time when we can all feel powerless against the seemingly incessant stream of racist and bigoted
rhetoric and actions in our community, this training is an opportunity to provide individuals with tools
to effectively and safely counter the divisive forces. The cost is free and childcare can be provided upon
request. For registration details visit the Catonsville Presbyterian website, or contact Jeff Bolognese at
jabolognese@gmail.com.
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Prayer Vigil
Remembering the Hon. Elijah Cummings

By Ken Kovacs

Members of the Catonsville Ministerium gathered on the evening of October 17 in front of the Catonsville
office of Rep. Elijah Cummings. We prayed, shared stories, sang a hymn, and gave thanks for a remark-
able public servant. Here is the prayer that I lifted up.

Holy One,
We remember and give thanks for the life and witness of your son, Elijah Cummings.

We give you thanks for all the good that you accomplished through him.

We give thanks for his life: his sense of humor, his kindness, his generous spirit.

Heir of your prophet Elijah, who fought for the well-being of all your children and spoke out against wrongs com-
mitted by those with power and wealth.

We give you thanks for his life and witness:

Patriot, public servant, husband, father, friend.

Preacher of your good news to the poor,

the outcast, the stranger, the vulnerable, and the marginalized.

Tenacious fighter for justice, who suffered at the hands of evil yet gave his life,

offered his life as an instrument of grace and peace and truth and goodness.

And so we pray, Holy One, that you will place upon us something of Elijah’s mantle.

Inspired by his legacy, give us some of his tenacity and energy and tireless devotion to the good.
Set our eyes on the prize, let us run and not be weary,

let us walk in the light of justice and not faint.

For these are challenging times, Lord, requiring much of us.

Let us be advocates for justice.

Bring down oppression’s rule; overturn unjust laws; break the chains of those still enslaved.

Let us stand with the weak and the powerless.

Let us protect the most vulnerable among us.

Let us speak out against wrong.

Let us call out and hold accountable those who abuse

the office and power given to them by the people.

May we, as Elijah summoned us, may we pay attention —wake us up, keep us alert, ready to resist tyranny, and
thereby guard and protect this democracy.

May we honor his life, and honor you, in service to justice with love, in your name. Amen.

Catonsville Emergency Assistance (CEA)
By Tricia Cooper

The CPC Deacons are very grateful to our congregation for their generosity to our community
through Catonsville Emergency Assistance in our "Just One Can” campaign. We are doing a great job
in helping to combat hunger in our community. As of October we have provided almost 700 pounds
of food in 2019! The need continues, however during the upcoming holiday season, please consider
adding items typical of a holiday meal to donations such as boxes of stuffing, mac and cheese, mashed
potato, canned green beans, yams, cranberries, etc. A list of the items most often needed on a regular
basis can be found in the Life in the Community section of the bulletin. Please place items for Catons-
ville Emergency Assistance in, or near, the box that can be found in Fellowship Hall near the door to
the library. Contact Tricia Cooper at triciamcd@gmail.com with any questions.
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Adopt a Turkey for Grace AME Church

By Nancy Henderson

The missionaries of Grace AME Church will once again be providing a Thanksgiving turkey and all
the fixings for over 150 families in the Catonsville area that are food challenged. Last year Catonsville
Presbyterian was able to provide more than $2,000 to assist in the purchase of the turkeys and also
donated many of the fixings that helped fill the baskets. The missionaries are once again in need of as-
sistance with their long-standing tradition of feeding the hungry at Thanksgiving. Last year they said
they could never have provided so many meals without the generosity of Catonsville Presbyterian.

For the next few Sundays there will be volunteers at a table in fellowship hall to receive your
donations of either food or money to assist the missionaries of Grace AME Church in fulfilling this
much needed outreach in the community of Catonsville. With every donation you will be able to sign
your name to a feather and place in on the turkey, which on November 15, will be presented to the mis-
sionaries as a symbol of our continued partnership with this wonderful church. There will also be the
opportunity to sign up to fill the bags at Grace AME on Winters Lane on Friday, November 15, at
4 p.m. to distribute the turkeys and fixings on Saturday, November 16, at 9 a.m..

Items needed to fill the baskets include boxed stuffing, canned yams, canned green beans, canned
gravy, canned cranberry sauce, boxed mac and cheese, one pound bags of rice and brownie mix.
Hunger has no season, so please give generously to this worthwhile cause.

Creation Care News

By Ron Gunderson

This has been both a challenging and a rewarding season of earth-care projects! The native plant gar-
dens around the Church House and garage continue to thrive. This fall we added a new conservation
landscape garden adjacent to the labyrinth, enhancing rain-water management as well as making this
place more pleasant and welcoming for personal and small group meditation and gathering.

The woodland sanctuary and meadows continue to be transformed from an overgrown and unusable
place. Now ending the third year of development, it is becoming a place where pollinators and other
little creatures find welcoming habitats as well as a place for the congregation and community to go for
quiet meditation, learning, fun, and gardening. We have planted hundreds of flowering native plants,
hundreds of square feet of native grasses, many new native trees and shrubs, and are developing dem-
onstration areas for a variety of habitats. Soon you will see new birdhouses placed throughout, built and
installed by the church’s middle school youth. The chipped wood paths lead you into the woods from
either Summit Ave or the main parking lot. Look for the welcoming, sanctuary signs!

Unfortunately, we have recently lost six of our largest and most majestic trees. The toll of weather
and age has weakened and stressed trees all over Catonsville. As we have removed trees, we have been
planting replacements and have plans for more as funding becomes available. Working with local com-
panies, much of the wood from the trees that have come down is being repurposed as furniture and fire-
wood. The Creation Care Team closely coordinates with the Trustees to keep our property safe, esthetic,
and environmentally sustainable!

We continue to be greatly helped by the generosity of the congregation and community. We also have
benefitted the past four years from successfully applying for grant support from the Chesapeake Bay
Trust, BGE /Exelon Green Grants, and Baltimore Presbytery's West Side Story group. Grant funding to
date has totaled over $30,000, with the majority going for the woodlands transformation projects! If you
are interested in helping the Creation Care Team make our church grounds more environmentally sound
and esthetically pleasing, contact Ron Gunderson at cinron.md@verizon.net to gather more details.
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Scouts Update

By Glenda K. Johnson
Chartered Organization Representative

Cub Scout News

Over 90 Cub Scouts and family members at-
tended the Pack 306 Fall Camp out trip in October.
The camp out was held at the Hilton Area of the
Patapsco Valley State Park. Cub scouts took an
afternoon hike, cooked their own meals and
participated in outdoor activities such as plant
identification, knot-tying, and knife skills. Thanks
to the leaders who organized and led this very
successful event.

Boy Scout News

Troop members and families participated in the
Renaissance Festival by staffing one of the soda
booths on October 20, to help fund Troop camping
activities. They have also completed the last of the
Catonsville Cleanup programs in conjunction with
the Chamber of Commerce.

Popcorn Sales

Thanks to the support of the congregation in
the Pack’s recent popcorn sales, which is its major
fundraiser. It was a great opportunity for the boys
to learn to “sell” their product, to practice their
public speaking, and to meet members of the con-
gregation during the three Sundays when the Pack
was present after our service. Leaders appreciate
this chance to interact and to work with all of you.

Tree Sales and Ground Cleanup

It seems too soon to think about Christmas...but
Thanksgiving is very late on this year’s calendar,
November 28, so that's less than one month until
Christmas. The Troop will again be setting up for
the tree sales on Friday, November 29. Trees will
be delivered on Saturday, November 30 and the
sales will begin at about noon. The annual grounds
cleanup will run 9:30-11:30 a.m. on that same day
of November 30. Workers should wear gloves,
warm jackets, and closed toe shoes. Tarps and
blowers are needed to make the job easier and to
prepare the grounds for winter. Please come join
Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts in this effort. More
information will be shared in the Bulletin as the
time gets closer.
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Puerto Rico Mission

By Ken Kovacs

Our CPC Work Team will be heading to Puerto
Rico on November 11. Twenty-one members
and friends will leave from BWI for San Juan, to
spend a week in San Sebastian, a Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance camp located 2.5 hours from
San Juan. We will be helping friends still recov-
ering from Hurricane Maria, back in September
2017. Thank you for your financial support of
this important trip. We raised more than $1,700
from the luncheon on World Communion
Sunday. On Sunday, November 10, we will com-
mission our travelers in worship and pray over
them. And then we invited you to pray for them
daily. Our travelers are:

Kim Blay

Eric Ebersole

Laurie and Andy White
Kenneth Kovacs

Mark Dunham

Susan Krehbiel

Norman Lazarus

Dorothy Boulton

Cheryl Thurber

Josephine Titanji

Charre Symms

Megan Long

Jennifer Hutton

Nancy and Bill Henderson
Gail Ebersole

Maureen and Stephen Parkhurst
Matthew Gresick

Peggy Carr




Youth News

By Dorothy Boulton

Middle School Youth

Sunday, November 3 from 6 to 7:30 p.m.

It's Build a Birdhouse Night at the church. We will
serve dessert, so please eat dinner before you arrive.

Sunday, November 24 from 6 to 7:30 p.m.
In a follow-up to November 3, it's Paint the Bird-
house Night. Once again, we're serving dessert, so
please eat dinner before you arrive. Contact Jenny
Hutton with questions jenhutton2010@gmail.com.

Senior High Youth

Sunday, November 3

Senior highs are invited to sign up for the Bystander
Intervention Training Class here at Catonsville
Presbyterian Church at 2:00 p.m. Learn skills to
de-escalate situations where individuals are being
harassed for their race, gender, ethnicity, religion, or
sexual orientation. This training will provide tools
to effectively and safely counter the divisive forces
we face in our daily lives. To register, contact Jeff
Bolognese at jabolognese@gmail.com.

Sunday, November 24 from 6 to 8 p.m.
We're having dinner at the pastor’s house located
in charming Dickeyville. Ken Kovacs invites senior

Paula Beck organized a blanket-making session for Project Linus. Our middle school youth, with an assist
from Cecilie, Rob and Susan, show off the finished blankets. Doug Heist shows off the organ repairs to our
3-5 grade church school class on September 27.

high youth to 2309 Pickwick Road. RSVP to
dboulton@catonsvillepres.org by Wednesday,
November 20.

Lord's Little People (Grades 3-5)
Sunday, November 24 at 9 a.m.

We're gathering in the kitchen during the church
school hour for our THANKFUL activities. We'll
work together on a dessert for the residents of the
West Side Shelter and will hopefully have time for
making blankets for Project Linus.

Church School News

We'll continue our “Second Sunday” ministry on
November 10 for ages 4-7 who will gather in the
Dragons Room following the children’s message.
Plus, our mission project this month is contributing
canned food items for the Deacons Thanksgiving
food collection. These items can be placed in the bin
in fellowship hall. Hope you are all looking ahead
to the BIG Advent Feast on Sunday, December 1,
from 5:30 to 7 p.m.
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B The Session approved a request from the
Mission Committee to authorize up to $2,000
from GRACE Mission Fund income to be spent
for building supplies for the Puerto Rico work
project. This will be used by our mission team
to repair damage caused by the 2017 hurricanes
in Puerto Rico. Session also approved the Com-
mittee’s request to donate $500 of GRACE Fund
income to CWS/CROP, since we did not par-
ticipate CROP Walk in Catonsville this year.

B The Finance Committee is investigating the
introduction of a capital budget for the church
to supplement the existing annual operating
budget. A capital budget would formalize the
process of earmarking and allocating funds to
be made available for large, one-time projects,
as opposed to routine, ongoing expenses like
maintenance, utilities, and etc. This will be a
subject for discussion at future meetings.

B The Christian Education Committee
announced that it intends to develop a “safe
sanctuary” policy to protect children and youth
involved in church programs from sexual
predators and other forms of abuse. The policy

Session Meeting Highlights

The Session is a body of fifteen members, elected by the congregation and ordained as ruling elders, who provide
leadership for our congregation. Following are highlights of the regular monthly Session meeting of October 2, 2019.

will be designed in accordance with PC(USA)
policy.

B Our Elder Commissioners reported on
the recent meeting of Baltimore Presbytery, at
which the future of “The Center” was
discussed. The Center is a Presbytery program
providing housing and guidance for church
groups engaged in urban mission projects in
Baltimore. A proposal for The Center’s future
will be presented at the next Presbytery
gathering in November, and a vote on the
proposal will be taken at the following
gathering in February 2020.

Session recognizes the need to continually communi-
cate with our membership, and we welcome your sug-
gestions for communication exchange. Session member
contact information is listed in the Church Directory,
so it is easy to communicate directly with your church
leaders. Take a few minutes to send a message to a Ses-
sion member, the pastors, or the church office, and let
us know what you think. We want to hear from you!

— David Hutton, Clerk of Session
(dhuttonl@uerizon.net)

We rely on everyone to support what God is
doing through this congregation. The vitality
of this ministry is secured by God’s grace and
funded by the faithfulness and commitment of
God’s people. We are counting on the ongoing
generosity of our members and friends. Thank
you! —Keith Glennan, Finance Committee

Our Financial Resources

Actual income as
of October 19, 2019: $ 440,569

Actual expense as
of October 19, 2019: $-459,192

Total: $ -18,623

Life in the Community

Congratulations

Please join us in congratulating Faith Mayange
and Edward Kemmer. The couple were married on
September 20, 2019.

Please Welcome

Graham Vincent and Gabriel Andrew, born on
September 25, 2019 to proud parents Ellen and
Andrew Frank. They are the grandsons of Liz and
Vince Fromm.
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EVERY WEEK

SUNDAYS
8:40 a.m. Youth Choir, Grades 3 and up, Music Rm
9 a.m. Church School, Grade 3-High School
9 a.m. Child Care and Social Time, Infants-Grade 2
9 a.m. Adult Education, Library
10:30 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary

MONDAYS
7-9 p.m. Martial Arts, Fellowship Hall
8-10 p.m. Scottish Dancers, Gym

TUESDAYS
9-11 a.m. Al-Anon, France Room
10 a.m. Needles Group, Library
7-9 p.m. Charm City Dancers, Gym
7-9:30 p.m. Martial Arts, Fellowship Hall

WEDNESDAYS
7 p.m. Cub Scouts, Gym, SR, RS Rooms

THURSDAYS
5:30-6:30 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous, Library
6:45-7:30 p.m. Handbell Choir, Upper Music Room
7-9:30 p.m. Kung Fu, Fellowship Hall
7:35-9 p.m. Chancel Choir, Music Room
7:30-9 p.m. Boy Scouts

UPCOMING THIS MONTH

FRIDAY, November 1
9:30-11:30 a.m. Bridges Presbyterian Women'’s Circle,
M. Millers" Home

SATURDAY, November 2
1-4 p.m. Tai Chi, Gym

SUNDAY, November 3 All Saints Sunday
2 p.m. Bystander Intervention Training, FH
6-7:30 p.m. Middle School Build a Birdhouse, RS Rm

MONDAY, November 4
9:30 a.m. PW Morning Circle, France Room

WEDNESDAY, November 6
12 p.m. GA 2020 Com on Local Arrangements,
Worship Team, Libray
7 p.m. Session, Library

Catonsville Presbyterian Calendar

THURSDAY, November 7
10:30 a.m. Bible Study, Library
7-9 p.m. Boy Scout Committee, Library

SATURDAY, November 9
9:30 a.m. Website Team, Library

SUNDAY, November 10
2-5 p.m. BCGS Open Stage, Sanc/FH/Kit
11:45 a.m. Mission Committee, France Rm

MONDAY, November 11
6 p.m. Contemplative Prayer, France Rm

TUESDAY, November 12
6-7 p.m. Child Care Center Messy Art Night,
Classrooms

WEDNESDAY, November 13
7 p.m.Child Care Council, Conf Rm
7:30 p.m. Trustees, Library

THURSDAY, November 14
7-9 p.m. Cub Scout Committee, Library

FRIDAY, November 15
6 p.m. Kung Fu Seminar, Library

SATURDAY, November 16
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Presbytery Gathering, Annapolis
Presbyterian Church
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Tai Chi, Gym

TUESDAY, November 19
7:30 p.m. Worship Committee, Conf Rm

WEDNESDAY, November 20
2 p.m. Committee on Prep for Ministry, Library
6:15-7:45 p.m. Alzheimer’s Caregivers' Support
Group, France Rm
7 p.m. Envision Board, Conf Rm

THURSDAY, November 21
10:30 a.m. Bible Study, Library
7:30-9 p.m. Dismantling Racism Group, Library

SATURDAY, November 23
9:30-12 p.m. New Member Class, France Rm
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SUNDAY, November 24 Reign of Christ Sunday
9:05 a.m. Lord’s Little People, Kitchen
11:45 a.m. Deacons, France Rm
3 p.m. Concert by Elysian Camerata, Sanctuary and
Reception, FH
6-8 p.m. Senior Highs at Dr, Kovacs’ Home
6-7:30 p.m. Middle School, FH

MONDAY, November 25
6 p.m. Contemplative Prayer, France Rm
7:35 p.m. Adult Education Com, Conf Rm

THURSDAY, November 28 Thanksgiving Day
Church Offices Closed

FRIDAY, November 29
Church Offices Closed

Stewarship Pledge
By Laurie White

This year’s stewardship season will look differ-
ent this fall as we shift our discussions about our
responses to God’s goodness throughout the year,
instead of just a couple of weeks in November.
However, we still need to plan for the 2020 fiscal
year. Watch for your pledge card arriving in the
mail in early November. We ask that pledges are
received by November 24, 2019, either by drop-
ping your card in the offering plate, mailing it to
the attention of the Pledge Secretary or emailing
one of our pledge secretaries Marge Hetrick at
mchetrick@verizon.net or Keith Glennan at keith@
glennan.net. If you have never pledged before,
please consider it. Having pledge information
early helps the Finance Committee plan for the
upcoming year. Our congregation is a very gener-
ous one! It reflects our commitment to God and
the ministries of CPC. Please consider submitting
a pledge because every single gift makes a differ-
ence. Thank youl!

Next Messenger

Deadline November 15, 2019

Send your content for inclusion in the Messenger to
Communications Consultant and Messenger
Editor Lisa Roca at Iroca@catonsvillepres.org.

Messenger

Our Mission
We seek to find and share God's calling for
this community of faith through worship,
fellowship and service.

Catonsville Presbyterian Church
1400 Frederick Road
Catonsville, MD 21228
(P) 410-747-6180, (F) 410-747-7263
www.catonsvillepres.org
Facebook.com/ catonsvillepresb
Twitter.com / catonsvillepres

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday,
8:30 a.m.— 4:30 p.m.
office@catonsvillepres.org

Child Care Center
(P) 410-747-4581, (F) 410-744-5168
www.cpcfcec.org

We Choose

Welcome
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